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INTRODUCTION 

Few questions have proven as enduring and consequential in Islamic intellectual 

history as this: how should a legal tradition rooted in seventh-century revelation speak 

to the realities of a rapidly transforming world? For Muslim societies navigating the 

intersecting pressures of technological disruption, globalization, and shifting social 

norms, this question has moved from the domain of academic theology into the fabric of 
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Abstract 

Classical Islamic legal sources — the Qur'an, Hadith, ijma', and qiyas — were 

codified in historical contexts vastly different from the realities confronting 

contemporary Muslim societies navigating technological disruption, globalization, 

and rapid social transformation. While these sources retain their foundational 

normative authority, their direct application to unprecedented modern challenges 

remains methodologically constrained, generating a persistent gap between classical 

legal tradition and contemporary Muslim life. This study aims to analyze the 

relevance of classical Islamic legal sources in modern Muslim societies and to 

construct an integrated framework positioning ijtihad and fatwa as complementary 

adaptive instruments for bridging this gap. Employing systematic library research, 

data were collected from classical jurisprudential texts and peer-reviewed 

contemporary scholarship, and analyzed through content analysis, thematic 

synthesis, and critical interpretation. The findings reveal that Islamic law's adaptive 

capacity is intrinsic to the tradition itself, and that ijtihad and fatwa function most 

effectively not as independent mechanisms but as sequential and mutually dependent 

stages within a coherent process of legal adaptation. The study concludes that 

strengthening collective ijtihad, enhancing inter-institutional fatwa coordination, 

and reconceiving Islamic legal education are essential prerequisites for ensuring 

Islamic law's continued relevance in an increasingly complex contemporary world. 
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everyday life (Hardini et al., 2024; Azka & Jenuri, 2024). The classical sources of Islamic 

law — the Qur'an, Hadith, ijma', and qiyas — were revealed and codified in contexts 

vastly different from the present, yet they continue to serve as the normative foundation 

upon which Muslim communities construct their understanding of permissibility, 

obligation, and justice. The tension between this foundational permanence and the 

demands of contemporary life constitutes the central problematic that this study seeks 

to address. 

Central to understanding this tension is the recognition that Islamic law has never 

been a static system. Throughout its history, Muslim jurists have developed 

sophisticated methodological tools — most prominently ijtihad (independent juridical 

reasoning) and fatwa (authoritative legal opinion) — precisely to ensure that the 

fundamental principles of the Shari'a remain applicable across changing circumstances 

(Kustiawan & Jibu, 2021; Nurhartanto, 2023). Yet in the contemporary period, the scope 

and complexity of challenges facing Muslim communities have expanded dramatically. 

Issues such as digital financial transactions, artificial intelligence ethics, climate 

governance, and evolving conceptions of gender rights present questions that no 

classical jurist could have anticipated, and for which direct textual guidance is 

necessarily absent (Supriatna, 2023; Yunita et al., 2023). The adequacy of existing 

methodological frameworks to address these challenges is therefore a matter of urgent 

scholarly concern. 

A critical review of the existing literature reveals that scholarship on Islamic law 

and modernity has developed along several productive but often parallel tracks. Some 

scholars have focused on the theoretical dimensions of ijtihad, examining its 

epistemological foundations and the conditions under which it may be legitimately 

exercised (Tahir, 2008; Hasdiana, 2018). Others have concentrated on the practical role of 

fatwa institutions in providing legal guidance to contemporary Muslim communities, 

analyzing specific rulings on issues ranging from bioethics to Islamic finance (Irawan & 

Anggraini, 2024; Zada, 2023). Still others have examined the broader relationship 

between Islamic law and the political and social structures of modern Muslim-majority 

states (Jati, 2024; Sutopo & Basri, 2023). What remains comparatively underdeveloped, 

however, is an integrated analysis that examines ijtihad and fatwa not as separate 

scholarly domains but as complementary and mutually reinforcing instruments within 

a coherent framework for the contextual adaptation of Islamic legal sources. 

This gap in the literature is not merely academic. In the absence of a coherent 

framework for understanding how classical Islamic legal sources can be systematically 

adapted to contemporary realities, Muslim communities risk oscillating between two 

equally problematic extremes: a rigid textualism that renders Islamic law increasingly 
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irrelevant to lived experience, and an uncritical relativism that sacrifices the normative 

integrity of the tradition in the name of accommodation (Hizbullah & Haidir, 2022; 

Pratiwi et al., 2024). Bridging this gap requires an analytical approach that takes 

seriously both the universality and the historicity of Islamic legal sources — one that 

acknowledges their eternal normative authority while also recognizing the necessity of 

contextually sensitive interpretation. 

Grounded in a systematic review of classical and contemporary Islamic legal 

scholarship, this study makes two interconnected contributions to the existing literature. 

First, it provides a comprehensive analysis of the classical sources of Islamic law — the 

Qur'an, Hadith, ijma', and qiyas — examining both their foundational authority and the 

interpretive challenges they present in contemporary contexts. Second, and more 

significantly, it proposes an integrated framework in which ijtihad and fatwa are 

understood as the primary adaptive instruments through which Islamic legal sources 

can be rendered responsive to the social, technological, and political challenges of 

modern Muslim societies — without compromising the essential values and principles 

that constitute the tradition's enduring core (Wahdini et al., 2024; Azka & Jenuri, 2024). 

In pursuing these objectives, this study argues that the relevance of Islamic law in the 

modern world depends not on the modification of its foundational sources, but on the 

intellectual creativity, scholarly rigor, and contextual sensitivity with which those 

sources are interpreted and applied. 

 

METHODOLOGY 

This study employs a qualitative approach through systematic library research, a 

method well-established in Islamic legal scholarship for studies that seek to synthesize 

and critically analyze existing bodies of knowledge rather than generate new empirical 

data (Nurhartanto, 2023; Kustiawan & Jibu, 2021). Given that the primary objective of 

this study is to construct an integrated analytical framework for understanding the 

adaptive role of ijtihad and fatwa in contextualizing classical Islamic legal sources, 

systematic library research constitutes the most epistemologically appropriate 

methodological choice. This approach allows for a rigorous and comprehensive 

engagement with both classical jurisprudential texts and contemporary scholarly 

literature without the constraints of a specific geographic or institutional field setting. 

Data were drawn from two categories of sources. Primary sources consist of 

classical Islamic legal texts — including authoritative works on usul al-fiqh (principles of 

Islamic jurisprudence), Qur'anic exegesis, hadith collections, and classical treatises on 

ijtihad and fatwa — that form the normative and methodological foundation of the 

study's analysis. Secondary sources encompass peer-reviewed journal articles, academic 
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books, and scholarly commentaries addressing the application of Islamic law in 

contemporary contexts, retrieved from reputable academic databases including Google 

Scholar, SINTA, and Scopus. In accordance with established academic standards, a 

minimum of 70% of secondary sources employed in this study were published within 

the last ten years, ensuring the currency and scholarly relevance of the literature 

reviewed. Seminal works published prior to this period are retained where their 

theoretical contributions remain indispensable — most notably foundational analyses of 

ijtihad methodology (Tahir, 2008) and Islamic legal epistemology (Hasdiana, 2018). 

Literature collection was conducted through a systematic search process 

employing the following keywords and their Arabic equivalents: Islamic legal sources, 

ijtihad, fatwa, Islamic law and modernity, contemporary fiqh, qiyas, ijma', and contextual Islamic 

jurisprudence. Sources were screened against three inclusion criteria: (1) direct relevance 

to the study's core themes of classical Islamic legal sources and their contemporary 

adaptation; (2) publication in accredited national journals (minimum SINTA 2) or 

internationally indexed journals; and (3) scholarly credibility as assessed through 

citation impact and institutional affiliation of authors. Sources failing to meet these 

criteria were excluded from the final corpus. 

Data analysis proceeded through three sequential stages. The first stage involved 

systematic content analysis, in which key arguments, legal positions, and theoretical 

frameworks from each source were carefully identified and documented. The second 

stage employed thematic synthesis, grouping recurring themes across the literature into 

four analytical categories: (1) the foundational authority of classical Islamic legal sources; 

(2) the epistemological challenges of applying these sources in contemporary contexts; 

(3) the role of ijtihad as an adaptive interpretive mechanism; and (4) the function of fatwa 

as a practical legal instrument responsive to contemporary needs (Supriatna, 2023; 

Irawan & Anggraini, 2024). The third and final stage involved critical interpretation, in 

which the synthesized themes were examined through the lens of contextual 

jurisprudence to construct the integrated adaptive framework that constitutes this 

study's primary theoretical contribution. 

To ensure analytical validity, this study applied source triangulation by cross-

referencing findings across multiple independent scholarly sources addressing the same 

jurisprudential phenomena. Interpretive consistency was maintained through a reflexive 

analytical process in which preliminary conclusions were repeatedly tested against the 

broader corpus of literature. The study further adheres to transparent citation practices 
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and a clear methodological audit trail, ensuring the replicability and scholarly credibility 

of its analytical procedures (Hizbullah & Haidir, 2022; Wahdini et al., 2024). 

 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

Results 

The Classical Sources of Islamic Law: Foundational Authority and Contemporary Scope 

The Qur'an stands as the supreme and uncontested source of Islamic law, providing 

the foundational normative framework within which all subsequent legal reasoning 

must operate. Its legal content, however, is considerably more limited in scope than is 

often assumed — of the approximately 6,236 verses comprising the Qur'anic text, fewer 

than 500 carry explicit legal injunctions, with the remainder addressing theological, 

ethical, and narrative dimensions of the Islamic worldview (Helmy Syamsuri & Abdul 

Wahab, 2024; Luqman, 2024). This quantitative reality carries significant methodological 

implications: the vast majority of legal questions confronting Muslim societies — 

particularly those arising from contemporary technological, economic, and social 

developments — cannot be resolved through direct textual reference alone, but require 

the mediation of interpretive methodologies capable of deriving applicable rulings from 

broader Qur'anic principles such as justice ('adl), public welfare (maslaha), and the 

prevention of harm (dar' al-mafasid) (Efendi, 2024; Azka & Jenuri, 2024). 

The Hadith, as the second foundational source of Islamic law, extends and 

contextualizes Qur'anic guidance through the recorded sayings, actions, and tacit 

approvals of the Prophet Muhammad. Its legal authority is universally acknowledged 

across the major schools of Islamic jurisprudence; however, its application in 

contemporary contexts presents distinct interpretive challenges (Hamdiah & Arif, 2023). 

Many prophetic traditions were articulated in response to specific social, cultural, and 

historical circumstances of seventh-century Arabian society — circumstances that differ 

substantially from those of modern Muslim communities navigating digital economies, 

transnational migration, and pluralistic political environments. The scholarly consensus, 

as reflected in the contemporary usul al-fiqh literature, holds that the effective application 

of hadith in modern contexts requires a careful distinction between the universal ethical 

principles a tradition embodies and the specific cultural forms through which those 

principles were historically expressed (Yunita et al., 2023; Nurhartanto, 2023). 

Ijma' and qiyas complete the classical quartet of Islamic legal sources, functioning as 

the primary methodological bridges between revealed texts and novel legal questions. 

Ijma' — the consensus of qualified scholars on a specific legal ruling — carries binding 

authority precisely because it represents the collective wisdom of the Muslim scholarly 

community at a given historical moment, thereby extending the reach of Islamic law 
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beyond the explicit boundaries of textual evidence (Hardini et al., 2024; Hizbullah & 

Haidir, 2022). Qiyas, meanwhile, operates through analogical extension, identifying the 

operative legal cause ('illa) in an established ruling and applying it to a new case that 

shares the same essential characteristic (Khasanah & Paryanto, 2023). Together, these 

two sources demonstrate that Islamic jurisprudence has always possessed internal 

mechanisms for legal expansion and adaptation — mechanisms whose contemporary 

relevance depends, however, on the quality and rigor of their application. 

What emerges from this analysis of the classical sources as a whole is a picture of a 

legal tradition that is simultaneously fixed in its foundational texts and dynamic in its 

interpretive methodology. The Qur'an and Hadith provide the immutable normative 

core; ijma' and qiyas provide the methodological apparatus through which that core is 

extended to new circumstances (Irawan & Anggraini, 2024; Rizal, 2019). The following 

table summarizes the foundational characteristics and contemporary scope of each 

classical source: 

Table 1.  

Classical Islamic Legal Sources: Nature, Function, and Contemporary Scope 

Legal 

Source 
Nature Primary Function Contemporary Scope 

Qur'an Divine revelation 
Normative 

foundation 

General principles; ethical 

framework 

Hadith Prophetic tradition 
Contextual 

guidance 

Requires principled 

reinterpretation 

Ijma' 
Scholarly 

consensus 
Legal extension 

Collective response to novel 

issues 

Qiyas 
Analogical 

reasoning 

Case-based 

derivation 

Application to unprecedented 

cases 

 

Ijtihad as an Adaptive Interpretive Mechanism 

Across the history of Islamic legal thought, no single methodological concept has 

proven more consequential — or more contested — than ijtihad. Literally denoting the 

exertion of maximum intellectual effort in deriving a legal ruling from its sources, ijtihad 

represents the primary engine through which Islamic law has historically renewed itself 

in response to changing circumstances (Tahir, 2008; Kustiawan & Jibu, 2021). Its 

significance in the contemporary period derives precisely from this adaptive capacity: 

where the classical sources provide no explicit ruling on a matter of modern concern, 

ijtihad enables qualified scholars to derive applicable guidance through principled 

reasoning grounded in the maqasid al-shari'a — the higher objectives of Islamic law, 
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which include the preservation of religion, life, intellect, lineage, and property 

(Supriatna, 2023). 

The contemporary application of ijtihad has yielded legal determinations across a 

remarkably diverse range of modern issues. In the domain of digital finance, for instance, 

scholarly ijtihad has produced nuanced rulings on the permissibility of cryptocurrency 

transactions, online insurance contracts, and digital banking instruments — rulings that 

could not have been derived through simple textual reference but required the careful 

application of classical principles governing commercial ethics, risk (gharar), and interest 

(riba) to fundamentally new economic structures (Azka & Jenuri, 2024; Hardini et al., 

2024). Similarly, ijtihad has been instrumental in addressing contemporary questions of 

bioethics — including organ transplantation, assisted reproduction, and end-of-life care 

— by situating these issues within the broader framework of Islamic principles 

governing the sanctity of human life and the obligation to seek healing (Analisis Teori 

Mukhottiah Dan Mushowwibah, 2024). These cases collectively demonstrate that ijtihad 

is not a theoretical luxury but a practical necessity for any Islamic legal tradition that 

aspires to remain meaningfully engaged with the lives of contemporary Muslims. 

Three conditions emerge from the literature as essential prerequisites for the 

legitimate exercise of contemporary ijtihad. The first is deep mastery of the classical 

sources — a mujtahid must possess comprehensive knowledge of the Qur'an, Hadith, 

and the established rulings of the major jurisprudential schools before venturing 

independent legal reasoning (Nurhartanto, 2023; Hasdiana, 2018). The second is 

contextual literacy — an understanding of the social, technological, and cultural realities 

to which the legal ruling will be applied, without which even technically sound ijtihad 

may produce rulings that are jurisprudentially valid but practically inapplicable 

(Supriatna, 2023). The third, increasingly emphasized in contemporary scholarship, is 

collective or institutional ijtihad (ijtihad jama'i) — the exercise of legal reasoning through 

scholarly bodies and institutions rather than individual scholars alone, a form that 

provides greater accountability and broader legitimacy in pluralistic Muslim societies 

(Hizbullah & Haidir, 2022; Wahdini et al., 2024). 

 

Fatwa as a Practical Legal Instrument in Contemporary Muslim Societies 

If ijtihad represents the intellectual process through which Islamic law is adapted to 

contemporary realities, fatwa constitutes the communicative mechanism through which 

the results of that process are transmitted to Muslim communities in actionable form. A 

fatwa — a non-binding legal opinion issued by a qualified scholar or recognized religious 

institution in response to a specific question — functions as the primary interface 

between the scholarly tradition of Islamic jurisprudence and the practical legal needs of 
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ordinary Muslims (Irawan & Anggraini, 2024; Bahri, 2011). Its non-binding character 

distinguishes it from judicial rulings, yet its moral authority within Muslim communities 

is often considerable, particularly when issued by institutions of recognized scholarly 

standing such as Egypt's Dar al-Ifta', Saudi Arabia's Council of Senior Scholars, or 

Indonesia's Majelis Ulama Indonesia (Amri, 2019; Zada, 2023). 

Contemporary fatwa production has expanded dramatically in both scope and reach, 

driven in large part by the emergence of digital communication technologies that have 

made it possible for Muslims anywhere in the world to submit legal questions to 

recognized scholars and receive authoritative responses in real time (Hardini et al., 2024; 

Pratiwi et al., 2024). This democratization of access to Islamic legal guidance carries 

significant implications for the relevance and reach of fatwa as an instrument of legal 

adaptation. At the same time, it raises important questions about scholarly authority, 

institutional accountability, and the potential for conflicting rulings from different 

scholarly sources to generate confusion rather than clarity within Muslim communities 

(Analisis Teori Mukhottiah Dan Mushowwibah, 2024; Khasanah & Paryanto, 2023). The 

strengthening of inter-scholarly dialogue and institutional coordination in fatwa 

production therefore emerges from the literature as a critical prerequisite for the effective 

functioning of fatwa as a contemporary legal instrument. 

 

Discussion 

The Adaptive Capacity of Classical Islamic Legal Sources 

That Islamic law has survived — and in many contexts thrived — across fourteen 

centuries of profound social, political, and intellectual transformation is not a historical 

accident. It reflects the presence, within the tradition itself, of methodological resources 

specifically designed to ensure legal continuity across changing circumstances. The 

findings of this study confirm that the classical quartet of Islamic legal sources — Qur'an, 

Hadith, ijma', and qiyas — constitutes not a closed and rigid code but an open and 

dynamic normative framework whose adaptive capacity is intrinsic rather than 

externally imposed (Helmy Syamsuri & Abdul Wahab, 2024; Nurhartanto, 2023). This 

recognition is foundational to any serious engagement with the question of Islamic law's 

contemporary relevance, because it reframes the challenge: the question is not whether 

Islamic law can be made relevant to modern realities, but whether Muslim scholarly 

communities possess the intellectual will and institutional capacity to activate the 

adaptive mechanisms the tradition already contains. 

What the results of this study make particularly clear is that the limitations of 

classical Islamic legal sources in addressing contemporary issues are primarily 

quantitative rather than qualitative in nature. The Qur'an's relatively limited corpus of 
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explicit legal verses, and the historical specificity of many prophetic traditions, do not 

diminish the normative authority of these sources — they simply define the scope within 

which direct textual application is possible and beyond which interpretive methodology 

must take over (Efendi, 2024; Yunita et al., 2023). This distinction matters enormously 

for how we evaluate the adequacy of classical Islamic law in the modern period. A 

tradition that explicitly provides for its own methodological extension through ijma' and 

qiyas cannot be fairly characterized as inadequate simply because it does not contain 

explicit rulings on cryptocurrency or artificial intelligence. Its adequacy must instead be 

assessed at the level of methodology — and it is at this level that ijtihad and fatwa become 

decisive (Khasanah & Paryanto, 2023; Rizal, 2019). 

 

Ijtihad and Fatwa as Complementary Instruments of Legal Renewal 

Perhaps the most significant theoretical contribution of this study lies in its 

insistence on understanding ijtihad and fatwa not as separate scholarly concerns but as 

two dimensions of a single integrated process of Islamic legal adaptation. Previous 

studies have tended to treat these concepts in isolation — examining ijtihad primarily as 

an epistemological and methodological question, and fatwa primarily as an institutional 

and communicative one (Amri, 2019; Bahri, 2011). While this disciplinary separation has 

produced valuable insights within each domain, it has obscured the fundamental 

complementarity of the two instruments: ijtihad without fatwa remains confined to the 

scholarly sphere, unable to reach the communities whose legal questions it is designed 

to address; fatwa without rigorous ijtihad risks producing legal opinions that are 

communicatively accessible but intellectually shallow, offering the appearance of 

guidance without its substance (Supriatna, 2023; Kustiawan & Jibu, 2021). 

The integrated framework proposed in this study addresses this gap by positioning 

ijtihad and fatwa as sequential and mutually dependent stages within a coherent process 

of legal adaptation. Ijtihad constitutes the upstream stage — the rigorous intellectual 

work of deriving applicable legal principles from classical sources through contextually 

sensitive reasoning. Fatwa constitutes the downstream stage — the translation of those 

principles into practical legal guidance that is accessible, actionable, and responsive to 

the specific circumstances of the communities it serves (Irawan & Anggraini, 2024; 

Analisis Teori Mukhottiah Dan Mushowwibah, 2024). The quality of the entire process 

depends on the integrity of both stages and the coherence of the connection between 

them. Where this connection is strong, Islamic law demonstrates its full adaptive 

capacity; where it is weak — where fatwa is issued without adequate ijtihad, or where 

ijtihad is conducted without practical communicative intent — the gap between classical 

sources and contemporary needs widens rather than narrows. 
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Critically, the findings also point to the growing importance of collective ijtihad 

(ijtihad jama'i) as a structural response to the increasing complexity of contemporary 

legal questions. The era of the solitary mujtahid — the singular scholar whose individual 

authority sufficed to generate binding legal determinations for an entire community — 

has given way to an era in which the most pressing legal questions require the 

collaborative expertise of scholars trained across multiple disciplines, including not only 

classical Islamic jurisprudence but also medicine, economics, technology, and social 

science (Hizbullah & Haidir, 2022; Wahdini et al., 2024). Institutional bodies such as the 

Organisation of Islamic Cooperation's International Islamic Fiqh Academy represent 

important steps in this direction, though the literature suggests that significant gaps 

remain in terms of inclusivity, transparency, and the mechanisms through which 

scholarly consensus is formed and communicated (Zada, 2023; Jati, 2024). 

 

Implications for Muslim Scholarly Communities and Legal Institutions 

The implications of these findings extend well beyond the academy. At the level of 

Muslim scholarly communities, this study's framework suggests that the preparation of 

future mujtahidin must be reconceived to incorporate not only deep mastery of classical 

sources but also substantive engagement with the social, technological, and ethical 

landscapes within which contemporary Muslims live (Azka & Jenuri, 2024; Hardini et 

al., 2024). A scholar who is jurisprudentially brilliant but contextually illiterate is ill-

equipped to exercise the kind of ijtihad that contemporary Muslim societies require — 

one that is simultaneously rooted in the tradition and responsive to the present. Islamic 

educational institutions, from traditional madrasas to modern Islamic universities, bear 

significant responsibility for cultivating this dual competence in the next generation of 

Islamic legal scholars. 

At the institutional level, the findings underscore the urgent need for greater 

coordination and dialogue among fatwa-issuing bodies across the Muslim world. The 

proliferation of competing and sometimes contradictory fatawa on high-profile 

contemporary issues — digital finance, bioethics, environmental responsibility — risks 

undermining the very authority that makes fatwa valuable as a legal instrument (Pratiwi 

et al., 2024; Khasanah & Paryanto, 2023). Strengthening the mechanisms of inter-

institutional dialogue is not merely a matter of organizational efficiency; it is a 

theological imperative grounded in the Qur'anic principle of shura (mutual consultation) 

and the historical function of ijma' as a collective rather than individual legal process 

(Efendi, 2024; Sutopo & Basri, 2023). The development of more robust frameworks for 

scholarly collaboration — at national, regional, and international levels — therefore 
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constitutes one of the most pressing practical priorities emerging from this study's 

findings. 

 

Limitations and Directions for Future Research 

This study's reliance on library research methodology, while appropriate to its 

theoretical objectives, necessarily limits the empirical grounding of its conclusions. The 

integrated framework of ijtihad and fatwa proposed here has been constructed through 

the synthesis of scholarly literature rather than through direct observation of how these 

instruments function — or fail to function — within specific institutional and community 

contexts. Future research should therefore engage more directly with the empirical 

dimensions of contemporary Islamic legal adaptation, examining through ethnographic, 

case study, or survey methodologies how ijtihad and fatwa are actually experienced and 

navigated by Muslim communities in diverse national and cultural settings (Amri, 2019; 

Yunita et al., 2023). 

Comparative studies examining the fatwa production processes of major Islamic 

legal institutions across different Muslim-majority societies would also contribute 

significantly to refining the framework proposed here, illuminating the ways in which 

institutional structures, scholarly traditions, and social contexts shape the adaptive 

capacity of Islamic law in practice. The intersection of Islamic legal adaptation with 

emerging technologies — particularly artificial intelligence, biotechnology, and digital 

governance — represents a further frontier for future inquiry, one whose urgency will 

only intensify as these technologies become more deeply embedded in the daily lives of 

Muslim communities worldwide (Hardini et al., 2024; Supriatna, 2023). 

 

CONCLUSION 

The central argument of this study — that the relevance of Islamic law in the modern 

world depends not on the modification of its foundational sources but on the intellectual 

creativity and contextual sensitivity with which those sources are interpreted — finds 

consistent support across the body of literature reviewed. The Qur'an, Hadith, ijma', and 

qiyas collectively constitute a normative framework that is simultaneously fixed in its 

foundational authority and dynamic in its interpretive potential. Their limitations in 

directly addressing contemporary challenges are not signs of inadequacy but invitations 

to activate the adaptive mechanisms that the tradition has always contained. 

What this study contributes beyond existing scholarship is an integrated 

understanding of ijtihad and fatwa as complementary rather than independent 

instruments of Islamic legal renewal. Ijtihad provides the intellectual rigor through 

which classical principles are extended to unprecedented contemporary circumstances; 
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fatwa provides the communicative vehicle through which those extensions reach the 

communities they are designed to serve. Neither instrument fulfills its purpose in 

isolation — their effectiveness depends on the coherence and integrity of the connection 

between them. Where this connection is strong, Islamic law demonstrates a remarkable 

capacity for relevance; where it is weak, the gap between tradition and contemporary 

reality widens in ways that serve neither scholarly nor communal interests. 

Three practical imperatives emerge from these conclusions. First, Islamic 

educational institutions must reconceive the formation of future legal scholars to 

incorporate not only mastery of classical sources but substantive engagement with the 

social, technological, and ethical landscapes of contemporary Muslim life. Second, fatwa-

issuing bodies across the Muslim world must invest in stronger mechanisms of inter-

institutional dialogue and coordination, recognizing that the proliferation of 

contradictory legal opinions on high-profile contemporary issues undermines the very 

authority that makes fatwa valuable. Third, the practice of collective ijtihad (ijtihad jama'i) 

must be further developed and institutionalized as the primary structural response to 

the increasing complexity of contemporary legal questions that no single scholar can 

adequately address alone. 

This study acknowledges that its conclusions remain at the theoretical level, 

grounded in literature synthesis rather than empirical observation. Future research 

should test the integrated framework proposed here against the lived realities of specific 

Muslim communities and institutional contexts, examining how ijtihad and fatwa 

function in practice across diverse social and cultural settings. The intersection of Islamic 

legal adaptation with emerging technologies represents a particularly urgent frontier for 

such inquiry — one whose significance will only deepen as the challenges of the 

contemporary world continue to evolve. 

 

REFERENCES 

Amri, R. (2019). Reformasi hukum pidana Islam kontemporer: Studi atas pemikiran 

Abdullah Ahmed an-Naim. Hukum Islam, 17(1). 

Analisis teori mukhottiah dan mushowwibah kajian kritis terhadap dinamika penetapan 

hukum Islam kontemporer. (2024). Jurnal Hukum Islam, 10(2), 85–98. 

Azka, M. Y. R., & Jenuri, J. (2024). Urgensi nilai Islam dalam menghadapi tantangan 

teknologi kontemporer. Muttaqien: Indonesian Journal of Multidiciplinary Islamic 

Studies, 5(2), 189–200. https://doi.org/10.52593/mtq.05.206 

Bahri, S. (2011). Penerapan kaidah hukum Islam dalam istinbath hukum. Kanun: Jurnal 

Ilmu Hukum, 13(55). 

https://doi.org/10.52593/mtq.05.206


Adapting Islamic Legal Sources to Contemporary Challenges: The Role of Ijtihad and Fatwa in 

Modern Muslim Societies  

 

JSP: Jurnal Studi Pesantren, Vol. 3, No. 1, March 2025 | 72  

Efendi, S. (2024). Prinsip syura dalam pembentukan kebijakan publik menurut hukum 

Islam. CONSTITUO: Journal of State and Political, 3(1), 69–78. 

Hamdiah, V., & Arif, M. (2023). Pemikiran ekonomi Islam pada era kontemporer 

Muhammad Abdul Manan. Jurnal Ekonomi, Sosial & Humaniora, 5(3). 

Hasdiana, U. (2018). Epistemologi hukum Islam. Al-Manahij: Jurnal Kajian Hukum Islam, 

11(1), 1–5. https://doi.org/10.30868/am.v12i01.6545 

Hardini, F. D., Faudina, R. I., & Salsabila, A. (2024). Tantangan implementasi hukum 

Islam di era digital. Tashdiq: Jurnal Kajian Agama dan Dakwah, 4(3), 51–60. 

https://doi.org/10.4236/tashdiq.v4i3.3727 

Helmy Syamsuri, Abdul Wahab, & Siti Dwi Sartika. (2024). Perspektif sumber hukum 

sistem ekonomi Islam. Jurnal Ilmiah dan Bisnis Kewirausahaan, 13(2), 180–189. 

Hizbullah, M., & Haidir, H. (2022). Hukum Islam dalam pandangan pemikir Muslim 

kontemporer dan orientalis. TAQNIN: Jurnal Syariah dan Hukum, 4(1). 

https://doi.org/10.30821/taqnin.v4i1.11725 

Irawan, H., & Anggraini, T. (2024). Madzhab shahabi: Eksplorasi fatwa sahabat dalam 

persoalan muamalah. Jurnal Masharif Al-Syariah: Jurnal Ekonomi dan Perbankan 

Syariah, 9(4), 560–577. https://doi.org/10.30651/jms.v9i4.21458 

Jati, W. R. (2024). Critical analysis of Islamic populism: Insights from Indonesian 

perspectives. Journal of Indonesian Islam, 18(1), 27–48. 

https://doi.org/10.15642/JIIS.2024.18.1.27-48 

Khasanah, I. L., & Paryanto, P. (2023). Simbiosis harmoni: Islam dan politik dalam 

masyarakat kontemporer. Kutubkhanah, 23(1), 82–98. 

https://doi.org/10.24014/kutubkhanah.v23i1.22942 

Kustiawan, M. T., & Jibu, S. A. (2021). Reinvensi syariah dalam perspektif tafsir 

kontemporer Al-Qur'an. Al-Syakhsiyyah: Journal of Law & Family Studies, 2(2). 

https://doi.org/10.21154/syakhsiyyah.v2i2.2597 

Luqman, S. (2024). Sumber hukum Islam yang disepakati para ulama. NU Jateng Online, 

2(12), 1. https://jateng.nu.or.id/opini/sumber-hukum-islam-yang-disepakati-

para-ulama-EkKtN 

Nurhartanto, A. (2023). Metode penafsiran dalam ushul fiqih kontemporer: Kajian 

terhadap pendekatan literal dan kontekstual. Jurnal Pedagogy, 16(1), 55–66. 

Pratiwi, D., Aminin, R., & Winario, M. (2024). Arbitrase Islam dalam perspektif hukum 

kontemporer. Jurnal Hukum Islam, 1, 8–15. 

Rizal, F. (2019). Penerapan 'urf sebagai metode dan sumber hukum ekonomi Islam. AL-

MANHAJ: Jurnal Hukum dan Pranata Sosial Islam, 1(2). 

https://doi.org/10.37680/almanhaj.v1i2.167 

https://doi.org/10.30868/am.v12i01.6545
https://doi.org/10.4236/tashdiq.v4i3.3727
https://doi.org/10.30821/taqnin.v4i1.11725
https://doi.org/10.30651/jms.v9i4.21458
https://doi.org/10.15642/JIIS.2024.18.1.27-48
https://doi.org/10.24014/kutubkhanah.v23i1.22942
https://doi.org/10.21154/syakhsiyyah.v2i2.2597
https://jateng.nu.or.id/opini/sumber-hukum-islam-yang-disepakati-para-ulama-EkKtN
https://jateng.nu.or.id/opini/sumber-hukum-islam-yang-disepakati-para-ulama-EkKtN
https://doi.org/10.37680/almanhaj.v1i2.167


 Ayu Era Wardhani, Rahmawati, Nurul Badriya 

73 | JSP: Jurnal Studi Pesantren, Vol. 3, No. 1, March 2025 

Supriatna, A. (2023). Perkembangan fikih dalam era digital: Kajian terhadap metode 

ijtihad dalam memahami masalah kontemporer. As-Syar'i: Jurnal Bimbingan & 

Konseling Keluarga, 6(1). https://doi.org/10.47467/as.v6i1.5478 

Sutopo, U., & Basri, A. H. (2023). Menguak relasi agama dan negara dalam sistem 

ketatanegaraan di Indonesia. Al-Syakhsiyyah: Journal of Law & Family Studies, 

5(1), 69. https://doi.org/10.21154/syakhsiyyah.v5i1.6162 

Tahir, M. (2008). Pemikiran T. M. Hasbi Ash-Shiddieqy: Sumber hukum Islam dan 

relevansinya dengan pemikiran hukum Islam di Indonesia. Al-Ahwal: Jurnal 

Hukum Keluarga Islam, 1(1). 

Wahdini, M., Kamsi, & Jubba, H. (2024). Environmental governance in Indonesia: 

Muhammadiyah's role, state intervention, and legal practice dynamics. 

Syariah: Jurnal Hukum dan Pemikiran, 24(1), 189–205. 

https://doi.org/10.18592/sjhp.v24i1.12897 

Yunita, I., Mega, M. I. R., Mulyani, S., & Apriani, W. (2023). Analisis perbandingan antara 

hukum-hukum dalam Al-Qur'an dan Hadis perspektif kontemporer. 

Triwikrama: Jurnal Ilmu Sosial, 1(12), 101–111. 

Zada, K. (2023). Sharia and Islamic state in Indonesia constitutional democracy: An Aceh 

experience. Ijtihad: Jurnal Wacana Hukum Islam dan Kemanusiaan, 23(1). 

https://doi.org/10.18326/ijtihad.v23i1.1-18 

 

 

 

https://doi.org/10.47467/as.v6i1.5478
https://doi.org/10.21154/syakhsiyyah.v5i1.6162
https://doi.org/10.18592/sjhp.v24i1.12897
https://doi.org/10.18326/ijtihad.v23i1.1-18

